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JOSEPH HENRY JOHNSTON 



"By L. A. WILLIAMS 

The University of North Carolina 



TOO late for an appropriate article to be pre- 
pared for our last issue came the sad news of 
the death in France of Dr. Joseph Henry John- 
ston, Assistant Professor of School Administration 
in the School of Education of the University of North 
Carolina. The accompanying collection of orders, 




JOSEPH HENRY JOHNSTON 

letters, resolutions and appreciations evidence the high 
esteem in which our professional friend and brother 
was held by those who knew him best. 

COPY OF GENERAL ORDERS 

Headquarters, 322nd Infantry, 
American Expeditionary Forces, 

16th October, 1918. 
General Orders. 
No. 2 0.S. 
1. In the death of 1st Lieut. Joseph H. Johnston, who was 
killed by machine gun fire on October 15, 1918, while valiantly 
leading a patrol behind the enemy lines, the 322nd Infantry 
has lost one of its most cultured and lovable officers. Lieut. 
Johnston has been with the Regiment since its inception on 
August 31st, 1917; and throughout his connection with the 
organization he has impressed all with his generous and 
kindly nature, his quiet gentlemanly bearing toward his men 
and his fellow officers, and the highest sense of loyalty and 
duty which invariably characterized his conduct at all times. 



2. Those of us who have long been associated intimately 
with Lieut. Johnston shall miss a brother officer, but we will 
cherish his memory and keep before us the fine spirit with 
which he made his last great sacrifice as a lasting incentive 
to the performance of our duty. Truly that "Courage, obe- 
dience and loyalty" which this Division holds always before 
its members as high soldierly qualities were amply exempli- 
fied in the life and death of our comrade. 

By Order of Colonel Richardson : 

Frank W. Stevens, 
Captain, 322 Infantry, 
Adjutant. 

commanding officer's letter to lieutenant 
Johnston's mother 

France, Oct. 20, 1918. 
Mrs. C. IV. Johnston, 
Chapel Hill, N. C. 
Dear Mrs. Johnston : 

As the immediate commanding officer of Lieut. Joseph H. 
Johnston, it becomes my sad duty and privilege to write you 
personally of the circumstances of his death, notice of which 
has been officially forwarded to you. 

I am enclosing to you a copy of General Orders which will 
indicate to you the esteem in which our comrade was held 
by the officers and men of his command. 

Lieut. Johnston died in the performance of a duty with his 
face towards the enemy and in the enemies' territory. He was 
shot from a concealed enemy position while on a patrol to 
gain contact with the enemy as ordered by higher authority, 
and died within a few minutes in the arms of two of his men 
who stayed with him to the end. 

I realize,. Mrs. Johnston, that my clumsy efforts fall far 
short of being the consolation that is in my heart to extend 
to you in this, your great sacrifice. On the other hand you 
may well feel wonderfully proud of being able to give to the 
world's salvation, in the human sense, such a son. 

I trust that some day I may have the privilege of meeting 
you in person, if I am spared after the work has been fin- 
ished over here, and telling you what a privilege has been 
mine in having known your son. 

My home is in Wilmington, N. C, where live my wife, 
three children and my mother. I feel that Lieut. Johnston 
died to make the world a fit place for them to live in and I 
have so written them. 

******** 

I am mighty sorry that I couldn't say something that 
would lessen your sorrow, but words at such a time are poor 
consolation for so great a loss. 

Sincerely yours, 

Joseph J. Loughlin,* 
Capt. 322 Inf. 

U. S. A. P. O. 791. 



* Capt. Loughlin was recently reported in the casualty list 
as killed in action. 



